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FIVE ARE KILLED 
VALUABLE PROPERTY DESTROYED 


POM Ie: 


The wreck occured on the Tyrone & Clearfield R.R.-Four miles 
from Tyrone-Five men killed end eleven injured-Fifty two of 
the horses end other animels met their fate-The Circus is a 
complete wreck-Clearing up debris to-dey-Coroner's Inquest. 


The most destructive and appalling wreck in the history of the 
Tyrone & Cleerfield branch of the Penne,railroad occured sbout 5:30 
yesterday morning at McCanns crossing four miles northwest of Tyrone, 
The train conteining WALTER L.MAIN'S CIRCUS and menagerie was derailed 
end piled in a confused mess,five men were killed out right and seven 
were seriously injured,and others suffered more or less minor injuries, 
over a half hundred horses with other animels were killed,a few of the 
enimals escaped to the woods,fourteen cars were demolished,and the 25 
handsome wagons end most of the other equipment of the Circus were des- 
troyed. 

WALTER L.MAIN'S CIRCUS exhibited at Houtzdale,Monday.Their train 
consisting of 10 flet cers,3 stock cars,a combinetion car and 3 sleep- 
ers pleced in the order named.The flat cars contained the wagons,call- 
iope and other vehicles,with the caged enimals;the combination car hed 
e lunch compartment j the sleepers were used by the show managers and 
members. About 2 o'clock yesterday mornin - the loaded circus train left 
Houtzdale for Lewistown where the exhibit wes to have been made Decor- 
etion Day,and the tresin was in cherge of the following crew,with en- 
gine #1500 hauling it;:-Engineer M.S.CRESWELL,Firemen Harry MIESS,Con- 
ductor William SNYDER ,F ‘lagmen James BARGER end Brakemen William HE EVER ~ 
LY,John GRAZIER end Herry MYERS.Over 300 people,all total,members and 
attaches of the circus were on board. 

The run was meade without incident until in the vicinity of McCa- 
nn's crossing,when the speed had become sufficient to alarm those ri- 
ding in the cers,and it was evident that the train wes not under com- 
plete control.Suddenly there was a terrific crash and the forward cars 
left the track,those in the rear with their heavy freight piling rap- 
idly upon and around them.The engine became detached from the train 
end did not leave the track.The heavily loaded combination car swung 
around and directly across the track forming a providental berrier a- 
gainst which the sleepers rushed with a heavy thud and then ceme to a 
stand still,the occupants receiving a sudden severe jolt but suffering 
no further injury. 

Not so well,however,did those unfortunate fare,who occupied the 
flat and stock cers, These cars,wegons,stock,wild enimals end men were 
thrown in all directions.The scene of wreckage is beyond adequate des- 
eription.An awful silence followed the cresh,then the cries of the wo- 
unded,the rush of unrestrained snimels,the crackling of timbers and 
the hurry to rescue sounded in the cleez morning air. 

It required two hours leborious work to extract Frank Train from 
under the heavy wagon end timbers where he lay.Brakeman Wm,Heverly was 
taken from beneath a mass of debris,and three laborers were teken fren 
the wreck dead,besides a number of others who were injured in the cat- 
estrophe, and pleced in as comfortable position as possible, The Tyrone 
wreck crew was early on the scene and carried on the work of rescue 


iebiy_ eiced _by circus people.The casualities to human life were:- 
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The bodies of the 5 dead men were brought to Tyrone and prepared for 
burial at = underteking esteblishment of Burley & Grahem.Tyrone doc- 
tors were early on the scene end furnished ell possible relief to the 


wounded who were conveyed on a special train to the Altoona Hospital. 
There Chembers,Richards,Corter,Bernett,who were only slightly injured, 
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mountains and will probably not be recaptured,there remein only three 
of the larger beasts at lerge,These are an Australian ant-eeter, Austr- 
alian agautis and a bleck tiger of which there sre only three in Amer- 
ica,Local hunters are assisting in the search for these animals. 
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The article you heve just finished reading wes sent in by F.A.NORTON 
and too much credit cen not be bestowed on him for his efforts,he set 
end copied this lengthy bit in longhand,then efter he hed finished it 
he decided to really give you something end turned around and copied 
the story thet the seme peper published on the 50th Anniversary of the 
wreck and sent that in also.This story will be the feature of the Nov, 
issue end is over twice as long es this one end much more complete,so 
THANKS AGAIN to F.A.NORTON, 
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THE SELLS and DOWNS WRECK of 1902 

(MIKE PICCOLO) 


In 1902 the SELLS & DOWNS UNITED SHOWS was enroute to South Mc- 
Allister after pleying the dey before at Oklahoma City,Oklahoma,The 
trein stopped at Choctaw where the crew were waiting for orders,It was 
in the wee hours of the morning and being pitch dark,there had been 
plenty of precautions seen that all signals were burning properly,but 
all of a sudden out ofhthe still night there was the roar of a C.0.& G., 
R.freight coming down the tracks, 

The brakemen rushed down the tracks swinging their warning lanter 
ns-but the freight still came plodding on,the engineer seemingly aslee} 
et his post as he paid no sttention to the signels until it was too 
late,He finally started to throw the reverse but the long train slid 
into the show trein,telescoping the rear sleeping cars where the show - 
folk were sleeping after a herd day of labor, 

It wes ea wonder that every person on the train was not killed, but 
es it was but two lost their lives,a colored musician out of the side 
show and a white canves man,others were seriously injured.Jdust as soon 
es possible work was sterted by the uninjured circus employees in try- 
ing to reach those in the telescoped cars.There were screams thet seem 
ed to be elmost unbearable and much time was lost for lack of proper 
tools with which to work,There wes nothing in the way of emergency eq- 
uipment at the depot.It was necessery for the men to get into the stak 
and chain wagon on the trein end use axes;,sledges,etc, 

Just as soon as the injured were cared for and the train able to 
move the show was on its way to South McAllister.In the seme spirit of 
ell true showmen the show went on as if unharmed by the catastrophe. 


WANTED WANTED 
For November Exhibit of Circusane-Route books, lithographs, 
progrems,photos,newspeper ads,models,etc. 
WASHING TaTdw-county MUSEUM of FINE ARTS-HAGERSTOWN, Md, 
(NOV.12 to DEC.1) Items should be in the hends of the(Nov. 12 to DEC.1) 
cheirmen of committee by Nov.7.P.R.H=MPHILL JR, (Chairman) 
32 S. oe St, Hagerstown, Md. 


tditor received a nice card from R.L, TULLY while he was in Calif. 
-B,CIRCUS will adopt e baby for next season for Toto & Gargentua 
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HAGENBECK-VALLACE CIRCUS 1937 Route 
(J.J, CROWLEY) 


Winter Quarters,Peru,Ind.Owned by Ringling interests leesed to H?BARY 
April 17 to April 25 was indoors at Chicago,ill.Tour covered 22 states 
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Arthur Ho tr71.,editor of the morning TRENC? Trenton,N.J;which be- 
gen publ.icztion as a deily on Jun.12 of *in: 7,ennounces that arr- 
angements heve been completed with Famou: c ‘nc Heatures,whereby 
Wendell Geocdwin will do a daily columa for pat-er,and it will be 
devoted usively to the circus, 

Hoffmen seid thet the column will begin anperiing Mon, Aug.26,and that 
Goodwin hed egreed that some of the meteris] w3111 contain true fects 
concerning the WPA Federel Theetre Circus which caused so much discu- 
ssion on ae floors of Congvege several yeers ago. 


MEMBERS. HIP CONTEST STANDING: -JO5 TRACY leeding with 7 new members, 
Van Matre,Ed Holt,John Crowley e811 tied for second place with 6 eech. 


John Crowley,Sec.reports that to date only 35 members have sent in 
their money for membership pins,please send now or deal will be closed, 





2,the Gree 
oat 


the 


beautiful 
lorful 
when the nz 
Jiveer,C were 
the 


ele 


street 


mson Ven 
made the tents 
the kahki or blu 
flash,The gesoline 
were in vogue at 
lighted the 
of 


firms for 


like 


as 


ent y 
am of 
good 


ubil 


furni shat 
ed 
populer hi 


of the colo 


5 
5 P 


rag 
red 
fa 


troupes, his with 
menegerie of > 
time for a choice 


ws of 


1 Dol Le 
their top 
2 rings 


the 


track,two rows “poles, end 
Cole Bros, today. Performance in 
formence chee me as one of 
Bronson's Concert Bend rendered 
formance ans the fine 
hed 26 men.I recell 
en aerial performer Chas. 
volving statuary put on b 
both rings and on cent 
the performance closed 
that ds I 
e carried i 
World and The Fines 
beautiful ring end | é 
Wallace's picture adorned 
us on the letterhead 


els 
color the 1902 seeson and 


and 


for 


the 
; the 


music 
2eq 


“performers 


about this 
- Any 
Bence end 


at 
les at 


Show 


On 
could 


Hor 


of the 
signed 


ed circus, 


of by 


Treined Animel Show, 
end 
close of 
the Grea 
% SHOWS, 
year 


wegons 


The Cerl Hegenbeck 
beck,John Havlin,Frenk Tate 
country 1905 and 1906.At the 
to Ce on es wi ith 
first year of | 

circuses of th 

good,Some of thei 


FE AR RR AR KR ACK OK OK ae 


1906 


Por 


MEMBE 


200 A Lincoln Worces 
713 Oak Niles 
364 W.3rd Pittsburgh 


RS 
C,AMIDON ster 5 
J.Vogelseng 
S.Hlavenka 


M 
I 
Ce 


wonders 


g shows 
iE Cole 
lace Shows then into 
O 1 bis 
would 


finest I ever 
several fine 
program del 

Silverton 
on Moore one of the clowns,and the re- 


billboard displays, heral 
T 


George 


large 
C.Lee willi 


alts ce 


20 
3 


as 
j 


a 


Col. Phil 


musicians 


recall 
colored 
remer! 
and a) 
colored 
nent was awarded 
and colored mins trel. 
Bros,1l inspected the fine 
the top in plenty ot 
5 top,with wide hip podrome 
equal in size the one 
stege.This fine per- 
end pe pee C.Ze 
numbers preceeding the 
e11.Bronsons 


nted t 
on che “tight wire 


anda 


of 


bend 


cornet playe 
a gold m 


at 
Lest 


big 


of 


center 
easy 7, 


saw 


* 


Trio 


wi 
1 


vhite tights and gs,ir 
equestrian director, an 
Tike seit ts ee ed 


announcen en 


TNartt 
Harctn, 


proudly 
F< 


ade 
have 
J. 


one 
Choffin, 
sl (Carl 
ams equel mers) toured 
season this show 
Shows, thus 1907 
years one 
when it 
around the 2oun 


2K AR 2K a a 2K AE 2 a8 a OK ak a aK 21 


reiiroad 


wee 
was 


wes 


rv 
Je 


tt. 











The fact that the new Remond-Lee Circus was crested and buikt in just 
one month(April)is the best tribute we know to the astute cepabilities 
of it's founders owners ,Rey and Cauere Brison end their sons ,Rey~ 
mond end Lee.Sine 4 Chemberst \ ewinter quarters late in Apr. 
show has enjoyec ! eatures Sem Dock's train- 
ed animals,One of the st days to date wes in White Sulphur Springs 
N.Y.where 3 per aie vere given in one day 
The Ramond-Lee Circus moves on 3 trucks and 4 treilers,The Side 
Show top is brand new.It is 20x70 and of ol ive dreb color,Light plant 
is also new and is Army surplus equipment.Side show consists of animal 
lecture by Ray Brison,the animels consisting of @ coati mundi ,honey 
bear,porcupine,wild pig,and den of snakes, Meg by Brison,Punch by Lee 
and Brison, fire eeting by Brison,Show has nice benner line formerly 
used on Bell Bros.Ray Brison handles bally and Fred Keely sells tickets 
Show goes for 25¢ 
The big top is a 50 with two 20s end contains seats for 100 on the 
reserve chairs and 400 on the blues,Performance is as follows:- 
Riding monkey presented by Sam Dock 
Clowns 
Treined goats by Sam Dock 
Clowns 
Candy Pitch 
BLACK BEAUTY pick out pony by Sam Dock 
Clowns 
egiec by Fred Keely 
Rings by Cleire Brison 
High jumping mule by Sam Dock 
Revolving ladder by Jene f 
Trained monkeys by Sem Dock 
Vent by Fred Keely 
Trained dogs by Sam Dock 
Performance is sperked by circus music via records.Ray Brison uses 3 
different costumes for his clown numbers end Sem Dock and Fred Keely 
work in full dress suits.General admission to the big top is 60¢ and 
for reserves.Midway has concession stand and ball 
geme.R.L.STAVER is generel agent, Animals consist of 3 goats,2 ponies, 
1 mule,6 dogs,2 monkey (syall of which were trained by Sem Dock now in 
his 83rd yeer and still going strong,Show is not adverse to long jumps 
of 200 miles and is heeding south fest,Show needs marquee and has been 
le poe to buy 2 bull, Show wes ceught st Boonsboro,Md.Sept, 12, 
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P,LUTH 
S.HILLS t AVON, 
Rev.Sperks M t KS bridge Crescent 


The Editor hes 3 >ived f me very nice circus items 

for his collection, they include litho's from the DONGAH CIRCUS end the 
complete musical score of the Dongeh Circus,efter trying for Shrs,to 
meke some heed or tail out of the music he ve it up end put it awey 
also received 2 rolls of fiim(16 photos end neget ives)of the DUNNINGTON 
Circus and from the looks of the one photo they use a squere tent, this 
though mey be an illusion or en angle from which the photo wes teken, 








